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opinion has been observed in England, where, for t
last century, greater freedom of conscience and me
invincible prejudices have existed than in all the ott
countries of Europe.    I attribute this consequence
a cause which may at first sight appear to have a ve
opposite tendency, namely, to the liberty of the pre
The nations among which this liberty exists are as a
to cling to their opinions from pride as from co
viction.   They cherish them because they hold the
to be just, and because they exercised their own fr
will in choosing them ;  and they maintain them n
only because they are true, but because they are the
own.     Several other reasons conduce to the san
end.  .  .  .
It has been remarked that in times of great re]
gious fervour men sometimes change their religion
opinions ; whereas in times of general scepticisi
every one clings to his own persuasion. The sarr
thing takes place in politics under the liberty of tt
press. In countries where all the theories of socic
science have been contested in their turn, the citizer
who have adopted one of them stick to it, not so muc
because they are assured of its excellence, as becaus
they are not convinced of the superiority of any othe
In the present age men are not very ready to die i
defence of their opinions, but they are rarely incline
to change them ; and there are fewer martyrs as we
as fewer apostates.
Another still more valid reason may yet be adducec
when no abstract opinions are looked upon as certaii
men cling to the mere propensities and extern^
interests of their position, which are naturally mor
tangible and more permanent than any opinions i
the world.
It is not a question of easy solution whether aristo
cracy or democracy is most fit to govern a country